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Gaston Damag wurde 1964 in Banaue (Ifugao, Nord Philippinen) geboren und lebt und arbeitet in Paris. Er studierte an der Faculté de la Sorbonne, der Ecole nationale
supérieure d arts plastique de Cergy Pontoise und an der Ecole nationale supérieure des Beaux-Arts de Paris. Werke Damags sind in zahlreichen offentlichen und privaten
Sammlungen zu sehen, 2007 wurde er zur Thessaloniki Biennale of contemporary art eingeladen.

Damag, selbst Angehdriger einer ethnischen Minderheit, arbeitet medientibergreifend an grundlegenden Fragen des sozialen Strukturwandels indigener Vélker. Weiters legt er
Focus auf die museale Présentation von Stammeskunst, wobei er keine institutionskritische Position bezieht sondern als dokumentarisch und aus der Perspektive des
"Betroffenen" zu verstehen ist.

Der Kinstler verbindet in seiner Arbeit Zeichnung, Fotografie, Video, Skulptur und Installation zur Darstellung kausaler Zusammenhange ethnologischer Fragestellungen.

Malerei und Zeichnung spielen in Damags Oeuvre eine zentrale Rolle. In seiner Herangehensweise verbindet der Kunstler Aktionsmalerei mit spiritueller, traditioneller Methodik.
Aus Fotografien, fur ihn Abbilder der Realitét, 16st Damag Szenen oder Objekte aus den Museums-Vitrinen oder Landschaften.

Damag reflektiert auf sensible, doch kritische Weise das Verschwinden traditioneller Lebensweisen und Strukturen von der gesellschaftlichen und geographischen
Bildoberflache und visualisiert seine Konzepte in einer klaren, epischen Bildsprache.
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Gaston Damag is a performance and installation artist who has lived in France for nearly twenty-five years. Although he acknowledges the way in which French culture have had
some bearing on his way of thinking or responding to what he experiences, he continues to identify himself as a Filipino, particularly of his ethnic group Ifugao. He studied
Beaux-Arts (Fine Arts) mainly in Paris that allowed him to establish exchanges with artists of different backgrounds and origins.

Damag may be described as an ethnographic artist, tapping into objects that are classified as anthropological and posing questions about their reference and
representation...Damag is one artist who keeps his perspective as Filipino and Ifugao in his concepts and making of art despite his years of absence from the Philippines ...

Damag is interested in processes and the way in which space and time coincide or brake apart. It seems he is responding to the quickness of technology being able to transport
people quickly from place to another, even if the mind and being of travellers have not caught up with the instant dislocation...

Ana Maria Theresa P. Labrador
Text from: Museum of Ethnology Vienna Early collections (PHILIPPINES), A RE-APPRAISAL OF THE BULUL
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Kultur Natur 1 2010 | acrylic, wood, idol | Kultur Natur panels: 244x366 cm, idol: 58 cm
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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left to right: Wanted lll | Domesticated Object Red Color I | Wanted lll
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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left to right: Wanted lll | Wanted Il
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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Wanted Il 1 2010 | charcoal, araphite. piament on paper | 214x200 cm
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Wanted Il 1 2010 | charcoal, araphite. piament on paper | 214x200 cm
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Domesticated Object Red Color | 2010 | flourescent tube, idol, wires, acrylic glass | variable size
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Domesticated Object Red Color |
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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left to right: Disappearance | Modern Grid | Disappearance
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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Disappearance |1 2010 | acid on c-print on aluminium | unique 1 80x120 cm
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Disappearance |1 2010 | acid on c-print on aluminium | unique 1 80x120 cm
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Modern Grid | 2010 | two (2) idols (Bulul), glass | 77x82x57 cm
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Modern Grid
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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Modern Grid
detail
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Acid Painting on Panorama View
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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aluminium | unique 1 52x70 cm
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Acid Painting on Panorama View | 2010 | acid on c-print on aluminium | unique | 52x70 cm
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Acid Painting on Panorama View | 2010 | acid on c-print on aluminium | unique | 52x70 cm
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Acid Painting on Panorama View | 2010 | acid on c-print on aluminium | unique | 52x70 cm
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Acid Painting on Panorama View | 2010 | acid on c-print on aluminium | unique | 52x70 cm
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Acid Painting on Panorama View | 2010 | acid on c-print on aluminium | unique | 52x70 cm
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Acid Painting on Panorama View | 2010 | acid on c-print on aluminium | unique | 52x70 cm



SALERIE
Z/IMMERMANN
KRATOCHWILL

Conversion Il
installation 1 2010 | wood, corrogated board, wax idols, thirteen (13) red lights, canvas, photograph: Village Church, 2010, c-print on aluminium | variable size
installation view, Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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Conversion I
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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Conversion I
detail
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Just Falling I 2010 I iron, fiberglass idol (Bulul), wire, compressor | 600x300 cm
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010/2011
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Untitled | installation 1 2010 | wood, flourescent tubes, six (6) idols, video | variable size
installation view: Der Kunst lhre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, 2010
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Untitled
detail
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GASTON DAMAG

1964 born in Banaue, Ifugao (RP)
lives and works in Paris (F)

1984  University of the Philippines, Quezon City (RP)

1987-89 Faculté de la Sorbonne, Paris (F)

1987-90 Ecole nationale supérieure d’arts plastique de Cergy Pontoise, Paris (F)
1989-93 Ecole nationale supérieure des Beaux-arts de Paris, Paris (F)

My work is a related with the ethnographic museum concept of representation “of what is
called primitive art.” The museum represents the people through artefacts, they represents
these objects as testimonies of human evolution.

These object changes of meaning since they are not anymore in their context of origin.
They become a part of human history.

| create works using several mediums like; sculpture, texts, photos, videos, performance,
etc. in these mediums | uses fake reproductions of idols and other fake objects. These
objects are usually made for tourists’ souvenirs or sometimes to fake some collectors.

| want to challenge the spectators’ on how to see these objects differently from the
museums concept of representation. | hope to make something more alive and present, as
these objects are still part of an alive culture.

Gaston Damag
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ZI M M E R M A N N Der Kunst ihre Zeit, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, Graz (A)
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Inversion of the Ideal, Galerie Zimmermann Kratochwill, Graz (A)
Gaston Damag/Goetz Artds, Vargas Museum, Quezon City (RP)

2009
Wanted Il and Shamanism, Pablo Art Gallery, Makati City (RP) (solo)

2008
La Dégelée Rabelais, with Manuel Ocampo, La Panacée, Montpellier (F)

2007

Monument and Wanted I, Green Papaya Art Projects, Quezon City (RP) (solo)

Eux aussi nous regardent, St. Etienne (F)

Thessaloniki International Biennale of Contemporary Art: Heterotopias, Thessaloniki (GR)
Hospitalité, Centre d’Art Contemporain de Camille Lambert, Juvisy sur Orge (F)
Hospitalités toi m’aime, lle de France, Paris (F)

Space Invation, Vienna (A)

2006
My home is my Castle, Galerie I'Indépendance, Luxembourg (L)

2005
Miserable Intentions, with Manuel Ocampo, Arcade, Marseille (F)

2004

Miserable Intentions, Gaston Damag and Manuel Ocampo, Galerie Alimentation Générale d’Art Contemporain (L)
France terre d’accueil, kuratiert von Marie Shek, The New Gallery, Jerusalem (IL) (solo)

France, terre accueil, Cultural Center Romain Gary, Jérusalem (IL)

2003
Transfert, Palais des Beaux-Arts, Bruxelles (B)
Gaston Damag, Vargas Museum, Quezon City (RP) (solo)

2002
Chambre double, Galerie Alain le Gaillard, Paris (F)

2001
Gaston Damag, Galerie Alain Le Gaillard, Paris, (F) (solo), Galerie Alimentation Générale Art Contemporain, (L)

biography (solo)

exhibitions, projects 2000
(2000-2011. selection) Paris pour escale, Musée d’'Art moderne de la ville de Paris, Paris (F)



